
Dear Editor 

The Dáil goes into summer recess this week.  It is due to sit again on Tuesday, September 19.  

The next column will be sent to you on Friday, September 22. Thank you for your continued 

support 

Tim Ryan 

Waterford News & Star 

Tim Ryan, Oireachtas Correspondent 

Butler critical of extra charges from nursing homes 

Steadily increasing charges imposed by nursing homes are pricing older people and their 

families out of the Fair Deal scheme because the charges are a step too far for some families, 

Deputy Mary Butler told the Dáil. 

“When someone is completely dependent on the State pension, as many people are, he or she 

is left with only €50 per week after making the contribution levied under the Fair Deal 

scheme,” she said. “Obviously, he or she will not be able to afford an additional charge of up 

to €200 per month imposed by some nursing homes for social activities.” 

While nursing homes are permitted to charge additional fees to fair deal residents for certain 

services, she said some of these services may be required to be provided by the Health 

Information and Quality Authority. “Age Action Ireland has uncovered abuses in charges to 

the elderly for services such as social activities, incontinence wear and therapies,” she said. 

“Residents, some of whom are of limited means, face charges ranging from €15 to €100 per 

week. As a result, they have only limited funds to buy clothes or gifts for grandchildren, 

which can cause them distress. Openness, transparency and accountability are key for every 

service provider and we all have a reasonable expectation to be made aware of the cost of any 

service we buy or employ. It is not too much to expect that fees charged by nursing homes 

should be publicly available online and easy to understand and that patients should be 

informed of extra costs they may incur prior to taking up residency.” 

In response, Minister of Stat Jim Daly said the Fair Deal scheme covers the cost of the 

standard components of long-term residential care, namely, nursing and personal care, bed 

and board, basic aids and appliances and laundry service. A person's eligibility for other 

schemes, such as the medical card scheme or drugs payment scheme, is unaffected by 

participation in scheme or residence in a nursing home. 

“Part 7 of the Health Act 2007 (Care and Welfare of Residents in Designated Centres for 

Older People) Regulations 2013 stipulates that the registered provider of the nursing home 

must agree a contract in writing with each resident on his or her admission to the nursing 

home,” he said. “This contract must include details of the services to be provided to the 

resident and the fees to be charged. Residents should never be charged fees which are not set 

out in the contract. The Department of Health and the Health Service Executive are not 



parties to such contracts, which are concluded between each resident and the private or 

voluntary nursing home. I would encourage anyone with concerns to raise them with the 

nursing home through this complaints procedure. The Office of the Ombudsman can examine 

complaints about the actions of a range of public bodies and, from 24 August 2015, 

complaints relating to the administrative actions of private nursing homes.” 

Concern expressed about Ireland’s bid to hold the Rugby World Cup 

Concerns about the underwriting of the cost of Ireland’s bid to host the Rugby World Cup in 

2023 were expressed in the Seanad by Green Party Senator Grace O’Sullivan. 

She said she was concerned about the huge spend which will have to be set aside to enable 

the event to happen, particularly given the other crises on the agenda, be it homelessness or 

the issue in Waterford owing to the lack of cardiac care services. “Money is diverted away 

from other areas,” she said. 

“I have a question about tickets,” she said. “How would be we ensure it would be an event for 

all of the people of Ireland? How would we ensure there would be affordability for those who 

would like to go and that they would not have to scramble in a mad rush, at the end of which 

only those who could afford to pay would be able to seek tickets? I ask Minister (Shane Ross) 

to consider this question. An event such as this would be a massive showcase for the country. 

It would be brilliant for tourists and bring them to the country. There is also all of the 

excitement that goes with such events. How would we ensure the public would be able to 

watch games at home, including those with a disability who would not be able to get to the 

event or those who simply would not want to burn more fossil fuel in their cars to attend 

events?” 

Butler supports banning of sale of disposable coffee cups 

The number of disposable coffee cups used every day is staggering, Deputy Mary Butler told 

the Dáil. It is, she said, part of a new generation whose members are seen with a disposable 

coffee cup in one hand and a mobile phone in the other.  

Speaking during a debate on a Private Member’s Waste Bill, she said the majority of roadside 

waste is made up of these cups along with fast food takeaway wrappings, drink cans etc. 

Unfortunately, the vast majority of these disposable cups cannot be recycled as they are 

coated with plastic. The new Bill, if implemented, would make the sale or free distribution of 

non-compostable single use tableware illegal by 2020. 

Second, she said the Bill seeks to create a deposit and refund scheme for drinks containers, 

plastic and glass bottles, whereby customers would pay a small deposit on each drink, which 

they receive back when the bottle is returned to a bottle bank. 

“Fianna Fáil supports the principles of the Bill wholeheartedly and indeed we were to the fore 

when we introduced the plastic bag levy, a policy which is emulated throughout the world 

and has reduced the dumping of millions of plastic bags on hedgerows and in oceans, 

landfills and wooded areas,” she said. “We will support the Bill and will work constructively 



with our colleagues to improve and build upon the Bill in the interest of creating a different 

Ireland, that we can pass on with pride to the next generation.” 

 

 

 

 

 


