
Dear Editor 

The Dáil goes into summer recess this week.  It is due to sit again on Tuesday, September 19.  

The next column will be sent to you on Friday, September 22. Thank you for your continued 

support. 

Tim Ryan 

The Leitrim Observer 

Tim Ryan, Oireachtas Correspondent 

Case of Leitrim woman in need of Home Care package raised with Taoiseach 

The case of Olivia Harte from Co. Leitrim who suffers from an aggressive form of 

Parkinson's disease was raised with the Taoiseach by Sinn Fein Deputy Mary Lou McDonald. 

Olivia is currently in the intensive care unit of Cavan General Hospital, she said. She has 

been there for the past seven months. “Olivia has been on delayed discharge since January 

and remains in hospital six months after she was ready to go home,” she said. “Olivia is on a 

ventilator most of the time and on oxygen to allow her to eat yoghurt or drink smoothies for 

short periods during the day. She is fully cognitive with a memory that would put most of us 

to shame. She can walk a short distance with assistance but she is physically very weak. This 

is Olivia's reality and it is lived out in the clinical surroundings of a medical facility while her 

two small children play at her bedside.” 

Deputy McDonald said the team at Cavan intensive care unit, for whom the family has 

nothing but praise, says that Olivia should be at home with 24-hour nursing care for her 

needs. “However, Olivia cannot go home to her family because the HSE has refused to fund a 

Home Care package,” she said. “Olivia applied for the intensive Home Care grant following 

her discharge, but this was turned down on 3 May last due to funding. To add to her sense of 

despair, she was informed on 14 June that her application for the older person's home care 

grant was also rejected. She is a sick woman who has asked me, as a matter of last resort, to 

ask the Taoiseach to intervene and ensure the right thing is done.” 

In response, the Taoiseach said he did not have specific details on individual cases to hand. 

“There are no patient files on my desk, and even if there were, it would be inappropriate to 

discuss patient information in this House,” he said. “I know from my previous work as a 

medical doctor the difficulty and enormous barriers there can be to providing 24-7 nursing 

care with ventilation at home. It is difficult to provide and is not as straightforward as a 

normal Home Care or intensive Home Care package.” 

With regard to the general issue, he said the number of delayed discharges, where people are 

in hospitals waiting on Home Care packages to go home, has fallen considerably in recent 

years. It peaked at approximately 830 in 2014 and has now fallen to 537. “There is still a long 

way to go but we are in a much better position with regard to delayed discharges generally 



than we were two years ago,” he added. The Taoiseach said he would ask the Minister for 

Health to follow up on the matter with the Deputy. 

Kenny seeks protection of two teachers in Kiltyclogher  

The plight of Kiltyclogher school in north Leitrim was raised in the Dáil by Sinn Fein Deputy 

Martin Kenny. Next September, he said the pupil enrolments in this school will fall one pupil 

below the threshold for a two-teacher school. The numbers are expected to recover the 

following year so that the school will have sufficient numbers to retain a second teacher.  

“Allowing a situation to develop where Kilyclogher school would become a one-teacher 

school for that year could jeopardise enrolment numbers in future years and endanger the 

sustainability of the school in the long term,” he said. “I understand that this review of 

teacher appointment thresholds in smaller schools has not happened. Will the Minister 

(Richard Bruton) use his good offices to keep the two teachers in place in Kiltyclogher school 

next September in keeping with the spirit of the commitment in the programme for 

Government that no small school will close?” 

In reply, Minister Bruton said the Government is committed to no small school closing. 

“Ahead of last year's Budget, we conducted an initial review of initiatives,” he said. “Some 

initiatives were included in last year's Budget to try to protect smaller, isolated, and island 

schools. Each year, in the context of the Budget, we take a fresh look at initiatives that we 

might take in this area but ahead of the budgetary deliberations, I cannot give any indication 

of initiatives in this area.” 

Fifty per cent of Leitrim GPs to retire in seven years 

Fifty per cent of GPs in Co Leitrim will retire over the next seven years, Fianna Fáil Deputy 

Eamon Scanlon told the Taoiseach Leo Varadkar. 

“The HSE has failed to get a doctor to attend to people in the town of Kinlough, which has 

grown substantially in recent years and has quite a large catchment area,” he said. “As a 

doctor, the Taoiseach knows that the front-line soldiers in the health care system send people 

into the secondary care system. If we do not have enough doctors, our accident and 

emergency units will be flooded. They are extremely bad and they are going to get an awful 

lot worse.” 

A new recruitment drive is needed to retain GPs who have trained in this country, he said. 

“We need them to stay here. The problem is that doctors are leaving the country when they 

are trained. We need to do something. I suggest we should push ahead with the primary 

medical care centres, which are part of Government policy, and organise a promotion to keep 

the doctors here. If that were done, it would be a major help.” 

Sinn Féin Deputy Martin Kenny said County Leitrim is meant to have two occupational 

therapists, but both of them are on leave and have not been replaced. 



In response, the Taoiseach said the number of training places for GPs has been increased. 

“The rural practice allowance, which incentivises GPs to work in rural areas, is now more 

generous than it has ever been before,” he said. “I signed that order a year or so ago. The 

model is changing. Fewer GPs are willing to work single-handed or to take on the enormous 

debts that are required to establish a practice. One of the features of the negotiations that are 

going to start with the GP representative organisations is the possibility of having more 

salaried positions. Under such an approach, the Government would pay people a salary to 

work as GPs in particular areas.” 

 


