
Dear Editor 

The Dáil goes into summer recess this week.  It is due to sit again on Tuesday, September 19.  

The next column will be sent to you on Friday, September 22. Thank you for your continued 

support. 

Tim Ryan 

Kilkenny Reporter 

Tim Ryan, Oireachtas Correspondent 

Aylward seeks details on garda numbers in Carlow and Kilkenny 

Details on the number of gardaí who were based in each Garda station in counties Carlow and 

Kilkenny on 30 June last and how many new recruits have been assigned to the Carlow-

Kilkenny Garda division since Garda recruitment resumed in 2014 were sought in the Dáil by 

Fianna Fáil Deputy Bobby Aylward. 

Deputy Aylward said he tabled the question on foot of the crime epidemic that has swept 

rural Ireland in recent years. “People in rural communities, particularly the elderly, are fearful 

because of the significant increase in burglaries and related offences in 2014 and 2015,” he 

said. “This fear has now turned to anger. It seems to me, on the basis of the conversations I 

have had with community representatives in rural towns and villages in my constituency, that 

we will soon be dealing with a wave of vigilantism among our citizens. Too many people 

have fallen victim to calculated and brutal attacks by well-organised criminal gangs that are 

continuing to terrorise townlands and villages across rural Ireland. People are rightly fed up 

of living in fear. We need to ramp up the deployment of gardaí in rural areas.” 

In response, Justice Minister Charles Flanagan said a total of 312 gardaí were based in the 

Carlow-Kilkenny Garda division on 31 May last. “Many of them are assigned to Garda 

stations very close to Deputy Aylward, including Glenmore, Kilmoganny, Mooncoin, 

Mullinavat, Piltown and Thomastown,” he said. “I assure the Deputy that the Government is 

committed to ensuring there is a strong and visible police presence throughout the country to 

maintain and strengthen community engagement, provide reassurance to citizens and deter 

crime. The Government's plan for making this a reality involves achieving an overall Garda 

workforce of 21,000 personnel by 2021, comprising 15,000 Garda Síochána members, 2,000 

Garda Reserve members and 4,000 civilians.” 

In 2017, he said funding has been provided for the recruitment of 800 Garda recruits and up 

to 500 civilians in support of the Garda's wide-ranging reform plan. Funding has been 

provided for the recruitment of 300 Garda Reserve members, some of whom will operate in 

County Kilkenny. 

In addition, he said €46 million has been provided for Garda vehicles, some of which have 

been assigned to the Carlow-Kilkenny division. This investment will facilitate the provision 



of a more effective policing service. I have no doubt that the resources which are coming on 

stream will lead to an increase in Garda visibility in communities across Carlow-Kilkenny. 

Call for changes to mortgage distress schemes 

Under the current arrangements, there does not seem to be any end point for those in 

mortgage distress other than the loss of the family home by court order, forced surrender or 

the so-called voluntary sale, Deputy Bobby Aylward told the Dáil.  

He was speaking in support of a Fianna Fáil Bill which proposes that an independent office 

would be established within the Insolvency Service that would have the final say in respect of 

the restructuring of mortgage arrears for a family or individual. “It would represent,” he said, 

“a fundamental change in our current system giving families and individuals some light at the 

end of the tunnel and the hope that they can enter an arrangement which is favourable to 

them.” 

In the midst of this housing crisis he said we often get caught up with statistics and drift away 

from the very real anguish being experienced by the people on the ground in mortgage 

distress. “The current personal insolvency agreements are simply not working and I note 43% 

of applicants in the first quarter of this year were rejected because the lender failed to agree,” 

he said. 

“We must offer people a pathway to repayment that is realistic and fair,” he continued. “The 

establishment of this one-stop-shop to work between the lender and those in distress to put in 

place a realistic restructured payment package would offer tens of thousands of families some 

hope that they can retain their homes. We are creating a vicious cycle by which people are 

being forced out the front door of their homes and into the front door of their local authority 

to seek a place on the social housing list for houses that are not there or social assistance 

through the rental accommodation scheme, RAS, or the housing assistance payment, HAP.” 

Deputy Aylward said the Government should investigate the possibility of extending the 

terms and conditions of the mortgage-to-rent scheme to include local authorities. “The level 

of engagement from housing agencies is not sufficient in any way, shape or form,” he said. “I 

contacted several housing agencies and they all spoke poorly of the current parameters of the 

mortgage-to-rent scheme and had little interest in engaging with those in distress.” 


