
Dear Editor 

The Dáil goes into summer recess this week.  It is due to sit again on Tuesday, September 19.  

The next column will be sent to you on Friday, September 22. Thank you for your continued 

support. 

Tim Ryan 

Kerry’s Eye 

Tim Ryan, Oireachtas Correspondent 

Future plans for St Finan’s Hospital, Killarney raised 

Future plans for the former St. Finan's Hospital in Killarney were raised in the Dáil by 

Independent Deputy Danny Healy-Rae.  

“We are all aware of what happened to a similar building, the former Our Lady's Hospital in 

Shanakiel,” he said. “Much of it was burnt to the ground. At one time there were 800 patients 

and 800 staff at St. Finan's Hospital. Years ago the building and lands were owned and 

managed by Kerry County Council, but they were then transferred into the ownership of the 

HSE.” 

Deputy Healy-Rae said Killarney is to shortly have a new community hospital which is 

expected to be built on part of the lands surrounding the former hospital. “I am asking the 

HSE to liaise with Kerry County Council on the proposed use of the remaining land,” he said. 

“We are experiencing a shortage of housing and many houses could be built on these lands. 

Also, part of the grounds could and should be used to provide a safer route from the town 

onto the bypass. There have been many accidents at the Lewis Road junction and further 

accidents could be avoided if another access road to the bypass was provided.” 

The former hospital building could be adapted, he said, to provide social housing apartments 

or offices or for amenity use and made available to local voluntary sports clubs and other 

groups. “As parts of the roof are leaking, the building will soon be derelict,” he said. “As it is 

situated adjacent to the Fitzgerald Stadium, it would be shame if it were allowed to fall into 

dereliction.” 

Responding on behalf of the Taoiseach, Education Minister Richard Bruton said he was not 

familiar with the site, but he could assure the Deputy that the HSE would be very interested 

in working with local communities if there were viable proposals for its future use. “Clearly, 

they would have to be stand-alone proposals,” he said. “I am sure any Department would 

support a local initiative of that nature. I will ask the Minister of State with responsibility for 

housing, Deputy Damien English, to examine whether there are opportunities and demands in 

the area.” 

Now not the time to increase 9% VAT in hospitality sector 



The 9% VAT rate has been a huge boost for tourism for the hoteliers, restaurateurs and now 

is certainly not the time to increase it, Fianna Fáil Senator Ned O’Sullivan told the Seanad.  

“The indications so far of Brexit, particularly, and to a lesser extent the isolationist policies of 

the Trump Administration, are that tourism numbers are falling,” he said. “I pointed out in a 

previous debate in the House that UK visitor numbers for the first quarter of this year are 

down by 7%. Anybody from the tourism counties such as Kerry or Dublin will know 

anecdotally that this is happening. The figures are now stacking up to prove it. Therefore, I 

believe this is most unfortunate timing.” 

Senator O’Sullivan said he noted that the mandarins in the Department of Finance have 

approached the Minister, Deputy Paschal Donohoe, with a proposal to abolish the 9% VAT 

rate in the hospitality sector. “We must remember that a lot of our hoteliers are ploughing 

their profits back into refurbishing their hotels and bars on a regular basis,” he said. “There 

are hotels in Kerry that are demolished and recreated every number of years. That is why we 

are there offering facilities. I ask the Leader to ask the Minister for Finance to address that 

issue when he is next in the House.” 

1800 people awaiting X-Rays and scans at UHT 

A total of 1,825 people are waiting for X-rays, CT scans and MRI scans in University 

Hospital Kerry and 13,184 in total in the eight hospitals in the South/South West hospital 

group are waiting for what would be considered very simple and non-time-consuming 

procedures, Deputy Michael Healy-Rae told Taoiseach Leo Varadkar. 

“This waiting list is far too high,” he said. “I have older citizens in Kerry telling me that they 

could be waiting up to 12 months for an MRI scan. This is no good for a country that spends 

so much money on health care. How is the Government still failing to provide adequate 

health care?” 

Deputy Danny Healy-Rae: “They say great minds think alike and fools seldom differ. While 

we have not been talking about it, I want to raise the same thing.” 

Deputy Micheál Martin: “The Deputies need to co-ordinate a bit more.” 

Minister Charles Flanagan: “This is not sibling rivalry; it is constituency rivalry.” 

In response, the Taoiseach said certainly, there seems to be a very weak correlation between 

additional staff and resources and better outcomes for patients. “I could never get to the 

bottom of it but I intend to have another go at it over the next months,” he said. “The 

National Treatment Purchase Fund, NTPF, has been provided with a budget of €15 million 

for this year and an additional €55 million for next year which will allow people to opt to go 

private if the public health service is not able to provide for them.” 

Healy-Rae highlights impediments to solving housing crisis 

There are too many hoops to jump through and stipulations by the Department of Housing, 

Planning and Local Government for people to get planning permission for even a rural 



cottage, Deputy Danny Healy-Rae told the Dáil. “That is wrong,” he said. “When one goes 

too far east around the globe, one comes back again to the west. That is what has happened.” 

Speaking during a debate on housing he said for private builders, €80,000 of the total cost of 

€210,000 for building a house goes in VAT and levies to the local authority. “Something 

needs to be done about that to kickstart private builders into building more,” he said. “At the 

moment they cannot make a profit with all the regulations and red tape. It would get more 

builders building and more people working. The Minister should look at these suggestions if 

he is serious about reducing housing lists. They are small but they will help a lot.” 

“There are a number of small things that could be done to help sort out much of the 

homelessness problem,” he said. “Some genius decided that bedsits could not be used 

anymore, while fortunes are being paid to hotels to house people and people are still lying on 

the ground close to the hotel where I stay for two or three days every week. I am sure they 

would be much happier in a bedsit. I am not saying that all bedsits were perfect but some 

were fine and they would give shelter to people. The rule preventing bedsits must be 

reviewed.” 

 

 


