
Dear Editor 

The Dáil goes into summer recess this week.  It is due to sit again on Tuesday, September 19.  

The next column will be sent to you on Thursday, September 21. Thank you for your 

continued support. 

Tim Ryan 

Evening Echo 

Tim Ryan, Oireachtas Correspondent 

McGrath queries issuing of non-lethal Tasers to Cork garda detectives 

The issuing of non-lethal Tasers to detectives in Cork city Garda division was raised in the 

Dáil by Fianna Fáil Deputy Michael McGrath. “There is currently a dispute between Garda 

management and the GRA, as representatives of the detectives, on this very serious issue,” he 

said. “The regional armed support unit does not operate on a 24-7 basis in Cork city. If an 

incident occurred, gardaí and detectives might have to wait for members of the armed support 

unit to travel from Limerick, up to an hour and a half away. If a guy is going crazy with a 

knife or a crowbar, that is not much good to the front-line gardaí and detectives who are 

trying to deal with that situation.” 

In response, the Minister for Justice Charles Flanagan said the Garda Commissioner is 

responsible for the deployment of equipment, including less-lethal weapons, to members of 

An Garda Síochána and he, as Minister, has no direct role in the matter. 

“I am, however, informed by the Garda authorities that the item of equipment referred to by 

the Deputy, the Taser, is only issued to members of the emergency response unit and armed 

support units, which are deployed regionally including in the Cork city division,” he said. 

“Arrangements are currently in place with detective personnel to ensure the capacity and 

capability for An Garda Síochána to respond to an armed or critical incident in Cork city and 

its environs on a 24-7 basis.” 

The Minister said an armed support unit has been established in the southern region, based in 

both Cork and Limerick, since 2008. Therefore, non-lethal capability and capacity by An 

Garda Síochána in the southern region and in Cork city, is provided for by the regional armed 

support unit. “In the event of an armed incident or similar incident, armed detectives from 

local district and divisional units will respond, as will the armed support units, which are 

based in each Garda region, including Cork city.” 

Martin claims crisis in the Defence Forces 

There is now a crisis in the Defence Forces, including the Army, Naval Service and Air 

Corps, the Fianna Fáil leader Micheál Martin told Taoiseach Leo Varadkar. 

“Morale is very low,” he said. “The value system to which those in the Defence Forces once 

adhered is being steadily eroded. Stress is ever present. Work-life balance is an issue, as is 



the safety of personnel on duty. There are dysfunctional turnover levels according to the 

research. There is an absolute crisis regarding the retention of personnel, which is a serious 

issue for our Defence Forces.” 

Deputy Martin said pay and conditions feature strongly in the research and, in particular, duty 

pay emerged as a particularly contentious issue. “When commuting and child care costs are 

taken into account, it actually costs soldiers more to be on duty than they get paid,” he said. 

“Officers commenting on the implications of pay levels said that pay is directly impacting on 

turnover levels of privates and that those with the most potential are leaving. That is a very 

significant cost in investment, training and so on. Some of the comments in the report 

highlight this.” 

All of this adds, he said, up to the need for a comprehensive response from Government to 

the wide range of issues facing the Defence Forces and the crisis they are in. 

In response, the Taoiseach said many more people apply to become members of the Defence 

Forces than we have places for. “There is still real and huge demand for people to join the 

Army, Naval Service and Air Corps, although there are, of course, difficulties in retaining 

people at certain levels,” he said. “Pay is negotiated as part of collective agreements with 

public service trade unions and representative organisations, in this case PDFORRA and 

RACO. Pay restoration is now under way in the Defence Forces.” 

“We accept, however, that in certain areas it is difficult to hold on to people in management 

roles and those with particular skills which are valuable in the private sector, including, for 

example, air traffic controllers,” he said. “We may need to look at those as specific issues.” 

Solidarity Deputy Mick Barry said in recent years, many members of the Defence Forces 

have not been permitted to take their full annual leave allowance. 

Call for urgent legislation on organ donation 

New legislation on organ donation is important, as we are way behind other jurisdictions 

when it comes to organ transplants, Fine Gael Senator Colm Burke told the Seanad. The idea 

behind the legislation is that people would have to register to opt out, he said.  

“I am raising this issue because the number on dialysis continues to increase and it represents 

a major cost to the State,” he said. “On average, a person has to attend hospital on at least 

three occasions each week. There are over 250,000 attendances per annum. If there were 

more kidney transplants, the number of occasions on which people would have to attend 

hospital for dialysis would reduce drastically. Will the Leader outline to Senators whether it 

will be September or October before we are likely to see the legislation?” 

In response, the Leader of the House, Senator Jerry Buttimer said he would welcome the 

putting in place of the infrastructure to see the legislation passed. “As Senator Colm Burke 

rightly said, there has been an increase in the number on dialysis. Costs have also increased.” 

Barry seeks six month training period for crane drivers 



Crane drivers in Ireland are being put under pressure to train after less than six days when the 

period should be six months, Solidarity Deputy Mick Barry told the Dáil. 

He quoted Tom Parlon of the Construction Industry Federation who said: “Irish cranes are 

Mickey Mouse compared to New York or Dubai cranes. ... We have a maximum height of 12 

or 15 storeys. It's not rocket science to drive a crane here.” He said Mr Parlon's view was 

typical of construction employers whose real agenda is to maximise profits by cutting down 

on training time for crane drivers. 

“This is a Mickey Mouse approach to health and safety,” he said. “It is a key reason for the 

strike by crane drivers in recent weeks, a strike we fully support.” He asked if the Minister 

for Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation was prepared to amend the Safety, Health and Welfare at 

Work Acts to strengthen the six-month rule. 

In response, the Taoiseach Leo Varadkar said no legislation is promised in this area and there 

is no programme for Government commitment. 

 

 

 


