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Penrose calls on new Jobs Minister to start with the Midlands 

If regionalisation and development of the regions is going to mean anything the new Minister 

for Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation Frances Fitzgerald should start in the Midlands, Labour 

Deputy Willie Penrose told the Dáil.  

Speaking during a debate on the nomination of the new Cabinet, Deputy Penrose said State 

investment is critical to securing foreign investment and IDA Ireland must spearhead this in 

small towns. 

“The new Minister for Enterprise and Innovation, Deputy Fitzgerald, should note that the 

Midlands has the lowest number of IDA Ireland-supported jobs of any region, followed 

closely by the north west and mid-east,” he said. “She must prioritise investment in small 

towns across the regions but in particular in those areas that have not benefited from the 

recovery in employment. There is no substitute for infrastructural investment by the State for 

long-term development. There is no substitute for advanced factories and offices, high speed 

broadband, good quality roads and public transport connections.” 

Indeed in Mullingar there is a fine industrial estate of 27 acres ready to go in Marlinstown 

and the Industrial Development Authority Ireland, IDA Ireland, has failed to deliver there, 

said Deputy Penrose. “It is like the forgotten child, bypassed every time.” 

Deputy Penrose said villages are being decimated. “I live in one. Shops are closing. Very 

soon there will be no shop between the two major towns of Longford and Mullingar. Petrol 

stations and newsagents are disappearing. We do not want to impose rates on shops that are 

not making a tosser by calculating them on the basis of leasing values. What sort of a 

message does it send to rural areas when the rate for a shop that has been for sale for six years 

without an offer is calculated on the basis of a leasing value relative to a town?” 

Shops in rural towns and villages create four or five jobs, he said. They pay the proper wage 

and they pay their taxes. “There is no black economy in those shops but they are being 

decimated by Government policy. It must be reversed. I ask the Minister for Community and 

Rural Affairs, Deputy Ring, to make sure that will be achieved.” 

Politics is a noble profession - Kenny 

Former Taoiseach Enda Kenny told the Dáil he was eternally grateful to the Irish people and 

particularly the people of Mayo for repeatedly giving him the opportunity to work on their 

behalf. 

In his farewell address to the members of the House, he said he really believed that politics is 

work worth doing, “a noble profession”. 



“Despite the many scandals and disappointments, I believe the vast majority of people elected 

to this House are here because we have an interest in and love for our communities and 

country and we wish to make a difference,” he said. “For me, cynicism is always an easy cop-

out. The true measure of worth and courage is to keep trying again and again, knowing that 

much of that effort will go unrewarded.” 

He said he understood the people's disillusionment with politics and the political process. “I 

believe that a first step towards overcoming that might be for us as politicians to treat one 

other with a greater degree of respect,” he said. “We can argue vehemently the merits of 

issues or measures without questioning one another's motives or intent. Politics is always 

about people and government is always about making decisions. For my own part, I am the 

first to acknowledge I have not got everything right but I can honestly say my motivation was 

always what I believed was in the best interests of the Irish people.” 

He said he recently passed through Strade, which is the birthplace and final resting place of 

Michael Davitt. “To paraphrase what he said in his will to the Irish people, to all my friends I 

leave kind thoughts, to others I express my fullest forgiveness and to Ireland my undying 

prayer for absolute freedom and independence, which it has always been my ambition to 

achieve for her,” he said. “I hope that in the two Governments I have led, we have made a 

modest contribution towards that ambition.” 


