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Cowen introduces Bill to cap commercial rates 

New legislation to provide certainty to commercial rate payers by creating a limit on the 

maximum variation of commercial rates was introduced in the Dáil by Fianna Fail Deputy 

Barry Cowen. 

He said the Government had indicated some months ago that it would bring forward heads of 

a Bill on a new methodology to overhaul the archaic system that was in place, that remains in 

place and that has led to huge levels of increase in the rate payable by many businesses, many 

retailers and many industries in recent months, so much so that many have seen rises to the 

tune of up to 300% to 400%.  

“It was on foot of representations from myself and many others that we had hoped the 

Government would be true to its word that it would bring forward heads of a Bill that would 

seek to address the imbalance, unfairness, regional disparity and indeed the methodology that 

in turn leads to failures of the equalisation system with regard to local government funding, 

and the pressure that remains on individual local authorities to adhere to these rises in order 

to guarantee their future with regard to the income that they would have,” he said. “It is clear 

that, by virtue of the level of increase, many will not be in a position to make those payments 

that are demanded of them.” 

Deputy Cowen said his legislation specifically dealt with two simple issues that can help to 

address that and initiate a debate and process that might see this issue resolved in a more 

holistic fashion. “Specifically, it deals with the issue of the level or rate of increase being 

capped rather than allowing a situation which has seen the ridiculous increases of up to 300% 

or 400%, when there have not been valuations in up to 30 years,” he said. “The archaic nature 

in which that methodology translates itself into reality is something that has to be addressed. 

We also specifically seek a mechanism in this Bill to allow and cater for those who have an 

inability to pay immediately to have flexibility about how that bill might be paid over a 

period of time. I hope that this can be accepted.” 

He said he expected the Government to live up to the expectation of those people who have 

done their best to survive the crash that we saw in recent years, who are hit with a ridiculous 

level of expectation on the part of those who set these rates, and are unable to pay them. 

The Government did not opposed the first stage of the new Bill. 

Politics is a noble profession - Kenny 

Former Taoiseach Enda Kenny told the Dáil he was eternally grateful to the Irish people and 

particularly the people of Mayo for repeatedly giving him the opportunity to work on their 

behalf. 



In his farewell address to the members of the House, he said he really believed that politics is 

work worth doing, “a noble profession”. 

“Despite the many scandals and disappointments, I believe the vast majority of people elected 

to this House are here because we have an interest in and love for our communities and 

country and we wish to make a difference,” he said. “For me, cynicism is always an easy cop-

out. The true measure of worth and courage is to keep trying again and again, knowing that 

much of that effort will go unrewarded.” 

He said he understood the people's disillusionment with politics and the political process. “I 

believe that a first step towards overcoming that might be for us as politicians to treat one 

other with a greater degree of respect,” he said. “We can argue vehemently the merits of 

issues or measures without questioning one another's motives or intent. Politics is always 

about people and government is always about making decisions. For my own part, I am the 

first to acknowledge I have not got everything right but I can honestly say my motivation was 

always what I believed was in the best interests of the Irish people.” 

He said he recently passed through Strade, which is the birthplace and final resting place of 

Michael Davitt. “To paraphrase what he said in his will to the Irish people, to all my friends I 

leave kind thoughts, to others I express my fullest forgiveness and to Ireland my undying 

prayer for absolute freedom and independence, which it has always been my ambition to 

achieve for her,” he said. “I hope that in the two Governments I have led, we have made a 

modest contribution towards that ambition.” 


