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O’Sullivan calls for child poverty to be top priority for new Government 

Addressing child poverty should be a top priority for the new Government and should be led 

by the Taoiseach, Labour Deputy Jan O’Sullivan told the Dáil. “It is one of the most 

important issues the Government needs to address, particularly as there is economic recovery 

and more money in the economy but many children still live in consistent poverty,” she said. 

Among the children most at risk are those who are homeless, she said. “I wish the new 

Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government, Deputy Eoghan Murphy, well in his 

job in that Department. It is a very challenging job. While there has been a plan and many 

announcements there has been very little real action. We need real action and the provision of 

homes for all our people. A suggestion was slipped out very quietly last week by, I think, an 

official of Dublin City Council, that the target of taking all families with children out of 

hotels by the beginning of July may not be reached. If that is the case it is most disappointing 

and I urge the new Minister to ensure immediately that particular target is met.” 

She said she welcomed the fact the Taoiseach has said the issue of vacant homes will be 

addressed because there are almost 200,000 vacant homes around the country. “That can be 

the quickest win but we have not yet seen the vacant homes strategy,” she said. “That needs 

to be announced very quickly. I also welcome the fact the Taoiseach did suggest that he 

would consider a vacant homes tax. We need a tax to ensure that empty houses become 

homes for the many people around this country who are either homeless or at risk of 

homelessness. There are several housing issues that are most urgent but we particularly need 

to see action rather than simply words and announcements.” 

Tribute paid to Kenny and Noonan 

Tribute was paid in the Seanad to the outgoing Taoiseach Enda Kenny and to the outgoing 

Finance Minister Michael Noonan by Limerick Senator Maria Byrne. 

“The two of them, working together, have done a fantastic job in bringing the country back 

from the brink and restoring our finances,” she said. “I wish them and their families the very 

best for the future, although they are not retiring just yet. We will still be seeing them around 

the House but I wish them both well on what is an emotional day for them.” 

180 child safety seats in Limerick faulty 

The issue of a recent Road Safety Authority report which found that  most of the 21,000 child 

seats that were tested were found to be faulty and were not the right size or were not installed 

properly was raised in the Upper House by Limerick Senator Maria Byrne.  

“I understand that when the authority tested 224 child seats in the Limerick area, it found that 

180 of them were incorrectly fitted,” she said. “This is quite a serious position. I compliment 

Brian Geary Car Sales in Limerick, which was holding an event at which people would be 



able to have their car seats tested and will be shown how to install them in a proper manner. I 

encourage others to organise similar events all over the country because car safety is very 

important.” 


