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Heated exchanges between Mick Barry and FG Ministers 

Cork Solidarity Deputy Mick Barry was accused by newly appointed Foreign Affairs 

Minister Simon Coveney of politicising the case of well-known Cork medicinal cannabis 

campaigner Vera Twomey during heated exchanges in the Dáil. The exchanges took place 

during the debate on the nomination of the new Cabinet members on Wednesday evening. 

Ms Twomey has said she intends bringing her daughter Ava abroad to access medicinal 

cannabis treatment for a severe form of epilepsy called Dravet Syndrome. 

Referring to reports that Minister Simon Harris was retaining the Health portfolio “as some 

kind of punishment”, Deputy Barry said if he were Minister for Health the very first thing  he 

would do is attempt to ensure justice for Vera Twomey. “I drove down to Vera's home in 

Aghabullogue, County Cork, at the start of this week and sat with her over a cup of tea in her 

kitchen,” he said. “She told me about how she is being forced to go abroad with her family. 

Why? To access medicine for her sick child. Tonight, as this debate is taking place, she is 

packing her bags and making the preparations to go, perhaps as early as next week.” 

However, Minister Coveney interrupted Deputy Barry to say: “The Deputy should not be 

abusing Vera Twomey for political reasons. He is a disgrace. I talk to her, too. The Deputies 

should not be politicising her case. She is a vulnerable person and the Deputy should not be 

using her for political reasons. She is a good person and a vulnerable person and the Deputies 

should not be using her for political reasons.” 

Deputy Barry replied: “She is a good person. I agree with that entirely. What should be done 

on foot of those points are two things. First, stop the foot dragging and the attempt to delay 

the Bill to legalise medicinal cannabis.... and do what needs to be done and talk to the people 

in the HSE. The Irish Medical Organisation has called for change on this issue. ” 

Minister Coveney: “Let doctors make decisions and not politicians.” 

Minister Simon Harris: “Dr Barry!” 

Deputy Barry: “I will finish on this sentence. I have the record tonight of being interrupted by 

the greatest number of Ministers. Is that not some record to have?” 

Minister Charlie Flanagan: “The record for making the most outrageous allegations.” 

Tributes paid to the outgoing Taoiseach 

Former Taoiseach Enda Kenny was a proud representative of his community, political 

tradition and country, Fianna Fáil leader Micheál Martin told the Dáil.  Paying tribute on the 

day of his resignation, Deputy Martin said he was always an Irish patriot and democrat. 



Sport, said Deputy Martin, had always been important for the former Taoiseach and the 

failure of Mayo to lift the Sam Maguire Cup during his term had been a great burden for him.  

“However, his interest in sport has always been much wider,” he said. “I share with him a 

love of the great days of boxing, particularly the ‘We were kings’ era. This was something I 

learned at home from my late father whose boxing exploits are still a great source of pride for 

our family. I know the Taoiseach was often inspired looking at the great encounters of the 

early and mid-1970s. The look of sheer joy on his face was unmissable when he met his hero, 

Muhammad Ali, early in his term. Ali once said, ‘He who is not courageous enough to take 

risks will [achieve] nothing in life’.” 

Deputy Martin said the former Taoiseach was courageous when he agreed to take over the 

leadership of his party when it was at such a low ebb in 2002. He was courageous when he 

decisively faced down those who challenged him and then went on to win the 2011 general 

election. “Most of all, it was incredibly courageous of him to give his heart and soul to 

working on his job in Dublin knowing that Michael Ring was back in Mayo stealing his 

votes,” he said. 

On his own behalf and on that of the Fianna Fáil Party, Deputy Martin extended best wishes 

to Deputy Kenny, Fionnuala, Aoibhinn, Ferdia, Naoise and the rest of his family. “I hope you 

will have many years ahead in which to enjoy the comfort of a large circle of friends, a strong 

community and a passionate interest in our country's future,” he added. 

Fine Gael Senator Colm Burke told the Upper House that Enda Kenny provided leadership 

and made sure that the entire Cabinet and Government were motivated to deliver. “Putting in 

place the right ground rules for the creation of jobs was a priority,” he said. “As a result, over 

200,000 people are now back at work compared to 2012. That has benefits, in that there is 

more income for the State which means more services can be provided.” 

“Deputy Kenny gave two outstanding speeches as Taoiseach,” he said. “One concerned the 

Cloyne diocese report, which sent a clear message to the church. The second was his more 

recent speech in Washington, in the presence of President Trump. It sent a clear message to 

the United States and around the world. It was a very important speech.” 

 The contribution he has made will stand to this country for a long time to come, said Senator 

Burke. “The groundwork has been done. We still face major challenges. We know those 

challenges can be dealt with. If we work together we can meet those challenges.” 

The Leader of the Seanad, Senator Jerry Buttimer said when history is written and the 

analysis of the past six years and decade are looked back on, the name of Enda Kenny will 

stand brightly, with him being regarded as a man of honesty, integrity, humility, compassion 

and empathy and “a man who did our country Trojan service”. 

Barry accused new Taoiseach of being on the extreme right 

In opposing equal pay for equal work and in suggesting a curtailment of the democratic and 

human right to strike, the new Taoiseach Leo Varadkar is showing support for policies which 



are not centrist but actually rather extreme, Cork North Central Solidarity Deputy Mick Barry 

told the Dáil. 

Speaking during the debate on the nomination of a new Taoiseach, he quoted Minister Simon 

Coveney who recently expressed concern that Deputy Varadkar would lead his party further 

to the right. “Deputy Varadkar himself recently suggested that workers who provide essential 

services, such as air traffic controllers and tram workers, should have their right to strike 

curtailed,” he said. “William Martin Murphy was the champion of denying tram workers the 

right to strike. Ronald Reagan was the champion of denying air traffic controllers the right to 

strike. Neither of these men could be described as men of the political centre. They were both 

men of the right, as indeed Deputy Varadkar is.” 

Deputy Barry said the Taoiseach elect was quoted in the papers as supporting a republic of 

opportunity. “How does he square that with his support of the abandonment of the principle 

of equal pay for equal work and his support for wage discrimination against young public 

servants?” he asked. “Two-tier pay rates in the public services were presented as being 

emergency and temporary measures at the height of the austerity crisis. However, they are 

now being maintained, without any end date whatsoever, in the Government's new public 

service pay deal offer, and this in what has been described as the fastest growing economy in 

Europe.” 

Leo Varadkar was elected Taoiseach by 57 votes to 50 with 45 abstentions. 

 

 

 

 


