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Galway-Limerick to be an economic counterpoint to Dublin 

The huge opportunity to develop Galway-Limerick as an economic counterpoint to Dublin 

was outlined to the Joint Committee on Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs 

by Galway Fine Gael Deputy Ciaran Cannon.  

“If we are to prioritise investment in the future on trying to create an economic counterpoint 

to Dublin city and its unstoppable growth, which is quite apparent now, a huge opportunity 

exists in developing Galway and Limerick cities as a single urban conurbation,” he told 

members. “There are many reasons that it would work. First, there are Galway port and 

Foynes, both of which offer huge opportunities for development in the future,” he said.  

“There is also Shannon Airport, whose existing infrastructure is not capitalised upon to any 

great extent. In Limerick city and Galway city there are incredibly successful third level 

institutions. If we are deadly serious about developing these powerful counterpoints to Dublin 

and the Dublin-Belfast conurbation, we must focus on Galway-Limerick as a genuine 

opportunity to develop a single city in the future.” 

Deputy Cannon said that when one looks at what is happening globally, it is clear that cities 

are becoming the engines of economic growth and development, almost to the point that 

cities are competing with other cities across the globe rather than countries competing with 

other countries. “It is becoming a city-centric economic growth model for the future,” he 

said. 

“All our cities in the past 100 or 150 years have developed economically primarily because 

they had the infrastructure in place for that to happen,” he said. “What opportunity, if any, 

exists to move beyond the cities to the smaller towns and villages and to generate economic 

growth with digital infrastructure? Is there something happening in the digital area whereby, 

if we get our broadband infrastructure right nationally and we get the magical minimum of 30 

Mbps into every house by the end of 2021 or 2022 and 100 Mbps in other locations, there is 

an opportunity to move beyond that city-centric economic development model to use digital 

technology, particularly in the creative space?” 

In response, urban economist Dr Brian Hughes said it was about infrastructure priority. “We 

put substantial amounts of money into upgrading the Galway to Limerick railway,” he said. 

“How many thousand people are using that per day or week? It is a question of the return on 

capital employed.” 

He said Deputy Cannon referred to “distance decay”. That was undoubtedly a huge factor. 

“In other words, it might take some time to get the Galway and Limerick population up to a 

point where it creates this urban agglomeration synergy between the two, but it is a hugely 

important issue in the Irish context. Galway and Limerick are, respectively, the fourth and 

third largest cities and cannot be ignored.” 



Benefits of giving votes to emigrants would outweigh costs 

The benefits the Government would get from giving voting rights to Irish emigrants would 

far outweigh the cost, Galway-born Senator Billy Lawless told the Joint Committee on 

Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government. 

Speaking during a debate on a Private Member’s Bill that would give voting rights to Irish 

emigrants in presidential elections, he said the Government makes many  decisions that affect 

emigrants. “Many of us emigrants have homes in Ireland and pay whatever taxes we have to 

pay,” he said. “One hears the argument about no representation without taxation. That goes 

back to commonisation, or the 1700s and 1800s.” 

Senator Lawless said the benefits would far outweigh any disadvantage. “One has to get 

young people involved in politics,” he said. “Sinn Féin is an example of a party that seems to 

have a very young base. Young people are interested in politics and were never more so than 

in the marriage equality referendum. Who would ever have predicted the number who came 

back to vote in that referendum? Many came from Australia, at considerable cost, to vote in 

it. It was fantastic and the talk of the world. This is the only country in the world that has had 

an open vote on the issue of marriage equality. Young people will engage and should be 

engaged.” 

Recently he said there had been debates in recent days on the leadership of Fine Gael. It was 

a fantastic example of democracy because members were given a chance to voice their 

opinions.  “Young people are highly motivated when they get involved in politics,” he said. 

Senator Lawless said he had spoken to many members of his family in Ireland and noted that 

they are not all in favour of what is proposed. “Therefore, we have to sell it,” he said. “It has 

to be an all-party affair, not half-hearted. Many of the referendums we have held were half-

hearted. The question was thrown at the people and allowed to run its course, only for the 

Government to find out that it was in a mess and that it was required to hold a referendum 

again, which was crazy. We need to get the option right, whatever it is. We have to sell our 

proposal big-time to the people, but I am not sure how open it is.” 

Sinn Fein Senator Trevor Ó Clochartaigh told the Committee the notion that people who have 

lived abroad for some years are disconnected from what is going on at home is “balderdash”. 

“When we meet Irish people in Britain, Canada, the United States and other countries, we 

often find they are more in tune with what is happening at home than many people we know 

in our localities,” he said. “They have access to information via the Internet, apps, etc., and 

read high-quality news published online. As Senator Lawless will be aware, one of the first 

things many emigrants do in the morning is to check the RTE news or thejournal.ie to find 

out what is happening at home. I often receive texts in the middle of the night from people in 

the United States asking whether I was aware of this or that issue. Members of the diaspora 

are very much in tune with what his happening at home and they feel disenfranchised.” 

 

 


