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The Persecution and The Hope 

Dear Mr Chairman Smith, Ms Vice Chair O’Sullivan and distinguished Joint Committee members. 

On behalf of the Irish Falun Dafa Association and all Falun Dafa practitioners in Ireland, I would 

like to acknowledge the help, kindness and compassion of the Irish people and the Irish Government 

over the past 18 years during this inexplicable and barbaric persecution of 70-100 Million peaceful 

Falun Gong practitioners in China.  

We have here today a total of about 47,656 Petition signatures, collected the length and breath of 

Ireland mainly in the last year.We transfer them into your custody. These are very precious 

signatures. They were collected by Falun Gong practitioners in all weather and conditions; heavy 

rain, cold, storms and baking sun. They came from selfless people that made a stand during this very 

dark hour for humanity. We cordially request that all these signatures are kept safely for your 

children and for posterity. 

We have over the years presented the government with the signatures from previous Petition drives. 

They will bear witness for the generations and record that Irish people made a righteous stand during 

this inexcusable persecution. 

We also have 7,557 Petition signatures for the United Nations. We cordially request that you send 

them to the High Commissioner for Human Rights on behalf of the Irish people. 

With various, but consistent wording, Motions have been unanimously passed recently by 17 county 

and city councils of Ireland, eg. Dublin City, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown, South Dublin, Fingal, Cork 

County and City, Cavan, Meath, Monaghan, Kerry, Kilkenny, Offaly, Wexford, Wicklow, Limerick, 

and Tipperary condemning the forced organ harvesting in China. This is a huge mandate from the 

Irish people. 

Overview: Here I would like to give an overview of the situation regarding Falun Gong and the 

persecution in China. 

What is Falun Gong? 

Falun Gong is an ancient Chinese spiritual discipline in the Buddhist tradition. It consists of moral 

teachings, a meditation, and four gentle exercises that are a truly unique and highly effective way to 

improve your health and energy levels. 

Why is Falun Dafa persecuted in China? 
The complex rationale behind the persecution can be broken into four elements: a paranoid dictator's 

fear of Falun Gong's meteoric growth and soaring popularity; that same dictator's intense jealousy of 

Falun Dafa's popularity; the inherent conflict between the communist regime's savage political 

ideology and its polar opposite--Falun Dafa's principles of Truthfulness, Benevolence, Forbearance; 

and the very nature of communism, which to sustain itself requires periodically labelling a small 

segment of the population as the "class enemy" to "struggle" against. 

How did the persecution start? 

For three years prior to the official launch of the nationwide persecution in July 1999, practitioners 

were under increasingly intense government oppression. As early as 1996, Falun Gong books were 



2 

 

banned from publication, and the first article criticizing Falun Gong was published in a major state-

run newspaper. By 1998 and 1999, the police were disrupting group exercise sessions in parks. 

Propaganda attacks smearing Falun Gong in the state-run media increased. Following a series of 

events in April 1999 in which the police wrongly arrested and beat practitioners in Tianjin,  

approximately 10,000 Falun Gong practitioners gathered in Beijing to peacefully petition the State 

Council Appeals office on April 25, 1999, asking for the release of the arrested practitioners, a 

redress of the ban on Falun Gong books and an end to government harassment of the practice. 

Although the gathering was exceptionally peaceful, and then-Premier Zhu Rongji met with 

practitioners and agreed to honour their requests, the official oppression accelerated soon after this 

event. On June 10, 1999, former Communist leader Jiang Zemin established the 610 Office, a 

nationwide police agency with special authority over all local law enforcement bodies, governments 

and the courts, to spearhead the persecution of Falun Gong. On July 20, 1999, the police conducted 

sweeping arrests of coordinators of Falun Gong exercise sites. On July 22 an all-out media blitz was 

launched against Falun Gong and the practice was officially declared banned. Since that time, the 

persecution has continued unabated, regardless of the fact that no actual law exists that establishes 

the ban or allows the persecution. 

In the past 18 years of this severe suppression, countless innocent Chinese Falun Gong practitioners 

have been persecuted because they refuse to renounce their belief.  

1. Torture and Killing: Perhaps the most prominent feature of the campaign has been its prevalent 

use of extreme torture. Torture of Falun Gong adherents has been documented in each of China’s 

provinces, in jails, labour camps, brainwashing centres, and schools in China’s big cities, small 

towns, and villages. Common torture techniques include shocking with electric batons, burning 

with irons, tying the body in painful positions for days, force-feeding saline solutions through a 

plastic tube inserted up the nose, and prying out fingernails with bamboo shoots, to name a few; 

rape and sexual torture of the Falun Gong in detention are prevalent as well. To date over 4,000 

deaths have been documented, and at least 63,000 accounts of torture. An estimate of the real 

figure puts the actual death toll in the tens of thousands. 

2. Imprisonment and Brainwashing: For hundreds of thousands of people in China, the most 

basic reality of the campaign against Falun Gong has been long periods of detention in “reform 

through labour” camps or prisons – China’s Gulag system – after farcical or non-existent trials. 

There they are forced to work up to 20 hours per day, producing – without pay – toys, Christmas 

tree lights, chopsticks, and soccer balls for export. Those who refuse are tortured. Be it in labour 

camps, jails, or in special re-education centres, all detained Falun Gong practitioners have been 

forced to undergo what can only be described as brainwashing. The Communist Party’s goal is to 

force these people to renounce their spiritual beliefs and come to view Falun Gong as dangerous, 

as well as to turn in others who are active in exposing the persecution. The key ingredients of the 

brainwashing process, or what the Party calls “transformation,” is sleep deprivation, hours on end 

of staring at videos vilifying Falun Gong, threats, and Cultural Revolution-style “struggle 

sessions”. Some particularly “stubborn” individuals who refuse to transform are injected with 

psychotropic drugs in asylums as treatment for the mental disorder of incorrect political thinking. 

3. Censorship and Propaganda Fuel Violence: From day one of the suppression, the regime 

banned all books and informational media produced discussing Falun Gong positively. All 

websites relating to the practice were immediately blocked. Millions of Falun Gong books were 

forcibly seized and burned publicly. Alongside censorship, the Party has sought to scandalize 
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Falun Gong through an aggressive propaganda blitz. The regime has been determined to paint 

Falun Gong as dangerous, deviant, and abnormal. Former Party Chairman Jiang Zemin led the 

assault, attaching onto Falun Gong the label of “cult” three months after his ban as a means to 

further bend public opinion. 

4. Organ Harvesting: Still today, millions of Falun Gong practitioners are being brutally 

persecuted in China. The Party’s ultimate solution for the vast number of incarcerated Falun 

Gong practitioners, however, is much more terrifying. According to current and former hospital 

employees, the Falun Gong have been used in reverse organ-matching – they have been killed by 

the thousands so that their organs can be used for on-demand transplants. Livers, kidneys, hearts, 

and cornea are removed from the living Falun Gong practitioenrs with matching blood-types and 

sold to Party officials and other desperate-yet-wealthy individuals from China and abroad. 

Undercover investigators’ phone calls to Chinese hospitals have caught doctors boasting about 

this practice on tape. 

World Impact 

 The universal values of Truthfulness, Compassion, and Tolerance are under attack, and that 

affects us all. 

 Practiced in over 70 countries, Falun Gong is helping people around the world improve their 

health and turn towards kindness and integrity. 

 Tens of millions of Chinese families continue to face lawlessness and brutality. 

 The persecution has spawned a moral and governance crisis for Chinese society. 

 The products of corruption and forced labour in China spread worldwide. 

 The Communist Party is trying to expand its persecution beyond China.  

 In their response to the persecution, Falun Gong practitioners have emerged as a powerful 

force for freedom and justice in China and around the world. 

 Falun Gong practitioners’ actions are inspiring more Chinese people to take a stand for 

freedom and justice 

 International voices—including yours—can save lives. 

 

Thank you. 

=============================================== 

Dongxue Dai is the representative of Irish Falun Dafa Association. 

 

 

 


