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The updated Framework for Junior Cycle (2015) published in July 2015 provided for the 

introduction of a modernised Junior Cycle curriculum across all subjects. A key innovation 

provided for final JC Examinations marked by SEC and new classroom-based 

assessments conducted by classroom teachers. This dual approach will help to ensure a 

learner experience appropriate to the needs of the 21st century.  

Formative assessment (sometimes called Assessment for Learning) will be embedded in 

all classrooms throughout the three years of the Junior Cycle. Teachers will support 

student learning through conducting and grading Classroom-Based Assessments as a 

major element in the assessment arrangements for the Junior Cycle. So this kind of 

assessment is very real and immediate for the learner. 

Teachers collaborate as professionals in Assessment Review moderation meetings to 

ensure consistency and quality in the conduct of classroom-based assessment (SLAR). 

Importantly the focus on the final examination is significantly reduced. This was a 

key objective of the reforms. The dual-assessment approach would be developed and 

improved to better align with the learning goals of a modern curriculum. 

Through the new the Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA) students, parents and 

guardians will be given a much broader picture of the young person’s learning 

achievements throughout the Junior Cycle. We recognise that embedding classroom-

based assessment and formative assessment for learning represents a major culture 

change for teachers and schools – and students and parents. Implementing Junior Cycle 

involves very significant capacity building through a high-quality CPD programme for 

teachers (JCT) and dedicated professional time to support implementation. 

The rebalancing of Assessment Modes to introduce classroom-based assessments and 

complement final summative examinations changes the conversation fundamentally. In 

this context the call to directly supervise external commercial providers is misplaced in our 

view - in a context where our Junior Cycle strategy and focus is moving away from reliance 

on a single external examination and promoting a wider range of learning opportunities for 

all. 



 

 

What we can do is to positively draw the attention of teachers to a wide range of materials 

on the NCCA and SEC websites that assist in developing appropriate, valid and reliable 

assessment instruments and approaches. We can commit to providing this additional 

advice (and links to materials) on our websites. Part of this issue relates to the strong 

commitment of Government and of the Department to reduce the reliance on the Junior 

Cycle summative examination.  

This is reflected in the Framework for Junior Cycle which reduced the time to 2 hours 

(balanced with the time allocated to ongoing classroom-based assessment modes 

throughout the three years of Junior Cycle.)  

So adding on time to an examination would be, in our view, the wrong thing to do – 

bearing in mind the many new ways teachers and schools have of capturing and 

celebrating the learning in Junior Cycle. It may be that in the case of the Mock 

Examination under discussion, the test design was, on balance, demanding too much of 

students.  

The solution would be for providers to ensure that the right kind of concepts and skills are 

assessed and rewarded - while checking, through standard quality control procedures, 

that the assessment can be completed within a reasonable time. 
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